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Abstract


Although the blues began as acoustic Black folk music in the South in the early 1900s, by the 
1950s it had evolved into an amplified urban genre popular in Chicago and other Northern 
cities. In that decade, the blues gave birth to rock’n' roll through the efforts of Ike Turner, Elvis 
Presley, Chuck Berry, and others, but the blues never died and continues to attract a dedicated 
following. This presentation uses the speaker’s own photos of regionally and nationally known 
blues musicians such as James Cotton, Elvin Bishop, Sue Foley, Filthy Rich, Steve Guyger, 
Billy Hector, Ana Popovic, Hubert Sumlin, Walter Trout, Joe Louis Walker, and Dawn Tyler 
Watson, who have performed in New Jersey and in nearby Delaware and Pennsylvania as the 
basis for discussing the vibrant blues scene today. Unlike the 1950s, when blues fans usually 
needed to go to juke joints in segregated neighborhoods to hear their favorite performers, 
today blues musicians perform in a wide variety of venues, including restaurants, theaters, and 
outdoor festivals, as well as online.  
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