
Margaret Bourke-White: The Prohibition Years

Abstract

Raised in Middlesex, New Jersey, Margaret Bourke-White (1904–1971) became a 
renowned photographer during Prohibition. This illustrated lecture begins with views of 
her childhood home, then traces her career from Cleveland, where her photographs of 
the steel industry came to the attention of publisher Henry Luce, to New York, where in 
1930 Luce invited her to be staff photographer for his new Fortune magazine.  In the 
early 1930s, Bourke-White’s industrial photographs gained her an international 
reputation and led to her first book, Eyes on Russia (1931).  The lecture concludes with 
an overview of Bourke-White’s subsequent career, which lasted until the 1950s. 
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