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Ferrotypes, known popularly as tintypes, were introduced in the United States in the 1850s and 
they soon began to be made in Great Britain.  However, the format caught on in the U.S., it did 
not become popular in Britain, and by the early 1870s, had practically disappeared there.  In 
1872, the prominent Brooklyn ferrotypist, Thomas M. Estabrooke, moved to London and 
established a tintype gallery as an agent of the Phoenix Plate Company, which manufactured 
the metal plates used for the process.  Although it took some years, by 1880, the “American” 
style of photograph had begun to become popular and chain studios opened to meet the 
growing craze for the “American Gem,” a small tintype mounted behind highly decorated cards 
with an opening for the image.  The designs were much more elaborate than the typical 
American ferrotype cards of the same period.  In this presentation, examples of the British 
styles of cards will be presented from the speaker’s collection that includes a selection that he 
acquired from the estate of Eaton Lothrop, Jr., a well known author on the history of 
photography.
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