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Abstract

The prosperous Howell family, which lived on George Street in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey, around 1900, included three adult sisters who were avid amateur photographers 
using glass plate negatives.  They especially photographed in and around the house; 
family members and other people; urban and rural landscapes; buildings, especially 
house and churches; beach scenes and river views; and horse-drawn vehicles like 
carriages and sleighs.  This talk includes an overview of how photographs were made in 
the 19th and early 20th century, followed by samples of work by the Howells from the 
collection of the New Brunswick Public Library.  Attendees will learn about the daily life 
of Victorian women through the photographs they made and see New Brunswick as it 
appeared at the dawn of the twentieth century. 
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