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Abstract

By 1861, photographic technology had evolved from relatively expensive daguerreotypes
on copper to inexpensive ferrotypes (tintypes) produced on iron plates and popular cartes-
de-visite (cdvs) on albumen paper mounted on cardboard. The war boosted the trade:
uniformed soldiers leaving for the front marched into studios for what might be their last
portrait and wives put on their best for the camera so their husbands could carry their loved
ones’ images into battle. Photographic albums encouraged the collecting of family photos
along with images of military, political, and other celebrities.

Some Jersey photographers operated elsewhere during the war, while others stayed on the
home front. Theodore Gubelman ran a photo gallery in Tennessee before returning to
Jersey City. Charles Weitfle, in Newark in 1864, and later in Morris County, set up tents
near military camps near the Army of the Potomac where he made tintypes and cdvs.
Former Newark daguerreotypist George S. Cook, who before the war relocated to
Charleston, South Carolina, became known as “the Mathew Brady of the South.” These
and other Civil War era photographers will be featured in this lecture.
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