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Humanity has been one of the most common subjects in the history of photography 
since 1839. In the 1860s, the volume of professional photographic portraits increased 
very substantially with the introduction of inexpensive cartes-de-visite. With the advent 
of cell phone cameras, billions of photographs of people are being made daily.  This 
presentation, illustrated with photographs from the 19th to the 21st centuries, explores 
what makes for excellence in this genre of photography, with respect to formal 
portraiture, informal portraits, and candid photographs, indoors and in the open air.  
Topics covered include posing, lighting, and overall composition.  Examples of 
photographs of people in portrait studios, at home, relaxing, and at work will be 
included. The lecture will conclude with a section on photographing musicians illustrated 
with the presenter’s photographs. 
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Gary D. Saretzky, archivist, educator, and photographer, worked as an archivist for 
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