
The Shady Side of the Lens

Abstract

In the early 1890s, Peter Walker spent his summers in Beach Haven at the Jersey 
shore, where he conducted a seasonal gallery. Walker, a popular and respected Mount 
Holly photographer who sang in the choir at a local church, was sent to jail for beating 
his wife in 1896 and in 1897 was arrested again in what a local paper described as a 
“beastly state of degradation.”  This lecture traces Walker’s career, as well as that of 
other 19th century New Jersey photographers who fell afoul of the law: Gideon C. 
Angle, Edward W. Blake, Frederick Fearn, Edward R. Stoutenburgh, and John C. 
Tibbels. Their crimes includes counterfeiting, assault, larceny, adultery, and 
embezzlement.  While most of their contemporaries were law abiding, these 
photographers were accused of crimes that regrettably still occur today.
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