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Abstract

After working with Alfred Stieglitz in the early 1900s to establish photography as an art 
form, Edward Steichen (1879–1973) in the 1920s and 1930s became a premier fashion 
photographer and then comfortably retired to raise flowers on his large Connecticut 
estate.  When World War II started, Steichen became the oldest commissioned officer in 
the U.S. Navy and eventually was promoted to become the head of all Navy 
photography.  After the war, Steichen was appointed Director of Photography for the 
Museum of Modern Art, New York, where he curated numerous exhibitions, including 
“The Family of Man,” seen by millions around the world.  This lecture focuses on his 
WWII years, when he put together a team of exceptional photographers to document 
the Navy’s role in the war, especially in the Pacific, and personally took some of the 
pictures published in magazines, books, and his friend Tom Maloney’s U.S. Camera 
Annual.
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