19th Century New Jersey Photographers: Edward H. Stokes, Daguerreotypist and
Philanthropist

Abstract

What is now the Trent House, the oldest structure in Trenton, New Jersey, served as the
mansion at the Woodlawn estate in the 19th century when it was occupied by Edward
H. Stokes from 1860 to his death 1900. In the 1850s, Stokes was a Trenton
daguerreotypist and competed for portrait business with Morris Moses and Jonathan
Cheesman. After his marriage to the wealthy heiress Permelia Wood, Stokes became
active in Trenton civic affairs, investments, and philanthropy, while his nephew, Stockton
Stokes, remained a photographer for many years in Trenton and Philadelphia. This
illustrated lecture explores the early history of photography in Trenton and the life of
Edward H. Stokes, who became one of the wealthiest men in Trenton.
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