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Lecture by Gary Saretzky

Back in the early days of photography in the 1840s, photographers said, “Say Prunes,” 
instead of “Say Cheese” to get a serious facial expression considered appropriate for a 
portrait.  Most sitters continued to display solumn faces until the 20th century.  Yet a 
small percentage of extant 19th century portraits show people smiling.  Illustrated with 
numerous examples, including some celebrity portraits, this lecture explores the smiling/
not smiling continuum in 19th century photographic portraiture. 
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